
REPORTS FROM Cambs. & Hunts. OFFICERS                       Thursday May 7th 2020 

 

Report from the Chairman……..Adam Bowden 
 
Due to an insufficient number of attendees, we did not hold the (virtual) AGM at this 
time - given the current uncertainty, it is indefinitely postponed. Reports from the 
various officers have been made available, and any comments are welcomed. 
 
Once there is more information around when it is safe to resume face to face bridge, a 
draft calendar will be disseminated. Until that time, I encourage anyone who is 
interested to take part in the various available online bridge games organised by both 
clubs and the EBU. Despite the difficult circumstances, bridge can still provide a 
valuable source of social interaction and entertainment. 
 
Best wishes to everyone in the County and stay safe. 
Adam  
 

Report from the Secretary……..Penny Riley 

There are 14 affiliated clubs in Cambs. and Hunts. with 900 registered members. 

Some of these (about 150) are students who have left the University but have never 

changed their primary County allegiance, leaving the County with approx. 750 playing 

members, and about half of these play once a week. 

This County collected table money of 8p pp. until April 30th  which increased to 10p from 

May 1st2020, as agreed at last year’s AGM. 

The money collected is used to fund entries to National Competitions, trophy engraving etc. 

as listed by the Treasurer. 

Sue Willcox, aided by Terry Otterman, organised a Club Directors’ Course on Tuesdays at 

Trumpington Village Hall towards the end of 2019. Eleven people from four different clubs 

attended all three sessions and all passed, some with distinction.         

Several initiatives have taken place at some clubs to attract players. Host schemes, 

seminars, daytime bridge and assisted play, have all had a positive effect. I was starting to 

approach primary schools with a view to introducing young pupils to the game of bridge 

through starter lessons in their schools following lesson plans designed by Liz Dale (Jones) 

of Stamford Bridge Club. I already have four volunteer ‘buddies’ who have been cleared by 

the authorities to enter schools, and will help with lessons. If your club has introduced any 

new successful initiatives please tell me so that they can be tried elsewhere and if you 

would like to help in schools (when Covid-19 has gone), please contact me. 

Penny 



Review of Year by the Treasurer…Peter Last (see attached audited accounts) 

There has been an overall surplus of £47 this year due to a number of factors:  

1) The decisions of the last AGM have been implemented which were intended to reverse the 

trend of deficits, so players are now contributing £5 per head for competition finals and £10 

per team for the County Knockout (previously all free to encourage participation). In 

addition the County P2P revenue will increase to 10p per session from April 2020 (but still 

no membership fees levied on individual Clubs).  

2) A strange ending to the year with three competitions cancelled due to Corona virus 

(March Relaxed Pairs, Swiss Pairs and County Pairs final).  

3) Two venue charges totalling £205 were waived by Trumpington Village Hall due to their 

late processing of invoices.  

4) £84 compensation received from the bank due to a processing error.  

Summary of Position at 31 March 2020:  

· Overall surplus of £47 for year  

· £2,704 actual cash in bank  

· £2,917 after the settlement of all debtors and creditors at year end  

Recommendations:  

No changes to previously agreed strategy at 2019 AGM  

Peter 

 

Results of County participation in various competitions, leagues and events 

As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, about half the County events were cancelled, including 
the County Pairs final, the March Pairs tournament and the Jubilee Swiss Pairs.  Where winners 
would have qualified for a national event, these have all been cancelled.  These are the results of 
earlier competitions and other events: 

Relaxed Teams tournament 

1st – Michael Bond, Anne Mead, Maureen Cahill, Penny Riley 
2nd – Liz Frampton, Bettie Sweet, Don Keiller, Shirley Colclough 

County Individual Final 

1st – David Joy 
2nd – Malcolm Anderson 
3rd – Michael Clydesdale 

County Teams Knockout and Plate 

Jonathan Mestel’s team are due to play Nathan Galpin’s team in the final of the County Knockout. 
Only the first round matches have been played in the County Knockout Plate. 



Cambs & Hunts League 

This year there were three Divisions in the league with 6 teams in Divisions 1 and 2, and 5 in 
Division 3. 

In Division 1, two matches have still to be played, but the clear winners are Peterborough 1 (Chris 
and Christina Heames, Mark Tilley, Trevor Thrower and Don McFarlane); with 73 VPs.  University 
1 are only 2 VPs behind. 

In Division 2, five matches have still to be played, so there is no clear winner.  And in Division 3, 
only 2 matches out of 10 have been played. 

Garden Cities Qualifier 

The Teams of 8 club event was won by the Cambridge Club team of Simon Barb and Graham 
Hazel, Jon Cooke and Paul Barden, Catherine Curtis and Paul Fegarty, Jonathan Mestel and 
Julian Wightwick by 1 VP from the Peterborough team.  Regional and National finals have been 
cancelled. 

Eastern Counties League 

Many congratulations to the A team who were once again top of Division 1 for the 2019-20 
season, 16 VPs ahead of Herts.  The team won 6 matches and lost 1.   

The C team were again second in Division 3, after Herts.  The B team were fourth equal in 
Division 2. 

A decision on how or whether to proceed with the 2020-21 season will be taken mid-June. 

Tollemache Cup 

Cambs & Hunts were third in the Tollemache Cup - the inter-county teams of eight championship’ 

The team was: Paul Barden, David Kendrick, Jonathan Mestel, Jon Cooke, Victor Milman, Julian 
Wightwick, Catherine Curtis & Paul Fegarty. 

East Anglia Bridge Weekend 

The Green Pointed EABW is run jointly by Cambs & Hunts, Suffolk and Norfolk, and was held in 
Elmswell. 

There were 44 entries in the Swiss Pairs on Saturday, won by Rod Oakford and Simon Barb.  
Jake Dunn and Martin Jones were second.   

In the Swiss Teams on Sunday, Rod Oakford and Simon Barb, Clive Stops and John 
Liebeschuetz were second and the Fegarty family, Jamie, Liam, Catherine and Paul came third. 

Congratulations to them all. 

Jenny Jacobsberg 
April 2020 

 

Report from the Events Officer……David Man 
 
 Unfortunately, the County was not able to complete all our scheduled events for the 
year, due to the social distancing rules imposed recently. Thanks to those organisers 
who did manage to run events before the lock-down and especially to Mike Clydesdale 
who has run the County Individual for the last five years but is now standing down. 
Welcome aboard to Susan Smyth who is taking over that role. Members are again 
encouraged to put themselves forward to organise events- sadly, they do not run 
themselves- and it would be nice to have new blood and new ideas every few years. 
David  



Topics for Discussion 

1) The Covid-19 pandemic 

The Committee attempted to organise a virtual AGM by Zoom and Penny informed 

Club secretaries of this plan. They were asked to inform their members to sign up via a 

doodle poll. 15 attendees are needed for a quorum but there were only 11 replies out of a 

possible 750 County members. Very disappointing result. So the virtual AGM was cancelled.  

2) Draft Calendar 
The calendar for 2020-21 had almost been finalised when Covid-19 took over. 

Organisers of all events had been agreed and dates fixed. The final draft will have to 
wait until the global pandemic has ended and we can play bridge face-to-face again.  
Thank you to all those who had volunteered to organise an event.  
(More volunteers needed) 

Peter Grice…County Pairs Final  
Susan Smyth and scorer, Peter Grice….County Individual Final 
Gladys Gittins and scorer, Penny Riley….Relaxed Teams 
Terry Otterman and scorer, Penny Riley…March Pairs 
Peter Last and Penny Riley…Swiss Pairs 

 Jenny Jacobsberg and scorer, Peter Grice…Garden Cites Qualifier 
 Jenny Jacobsberg ….Eastern Counties League 

Graham Hazel….County Teams Knock Out  
David Man…County Teams League 

 

3) New bidding system for the County Individual (Acol with three weak twos) 

Michael Clydesdale from Dry Drayton BC. has organised the County Individual Final for 
over 5 years. He wrote that it was noticeable that this year it was more difficult to 
encourage individuals to play in the qualifiers and even more so in the final itself.  
Late replacements were required to ensure 20 players were present. He did not know if 
this was a result of a general unease of playing Individual events, the new charge of 
£5/finalist or the revised bidding system.  

The venue seemed to meet everyone’s needs and will continue to be easily 
accessible following the A14 upgrade. The format, with a lunch break, provided a 
relaxed atmosphere and was appreciated by players. The event went well. He will hand 
over the organisation next year to Susan Smyth, also of Dry Drayton, and provide 
support when needed. 

His overall feeling is that the £5 charge and the system adopted for the Final 
should be retained to at least judge if it has bedded in. To make significant changes 
could further deter would-be qualifiers from participating in the final. 

 
 
  
 
 
 


